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From the President
     Just a few notes this month, The North Star Draft Horse Association held a fund raiser at Blackberry this past Sunday.  It started at 10:00 A.M. and went until 4:00 P.M. the turn out was excellent and both clubs did very well.  Our organization sold food and the Draft Horse Association sold rides.  The weather was just right for a sleigh ride, not cold, sunny and clear.

     On Sunday March 7th we will have another brunch at Blackberry, we will start about 10:00 and go until 1:00 or until the food is all gone.  Last month we ran out of biscuits and gravy a little earlier and had to serve just pancakes, but everyone seemed happy anyway.   The response to this breakfast has been excellent and enjoyable to the people who attend.  

     Just want to make sure that I mention the dedicated people who make these functions possible these folks shop for supplies, arrive early and start the breakfast and serve the food and clean up. Thanks to Jean and Roger, Bev and Mauri, it’s ready to go.  Bob Dewey and Mark Klennert have kept the driveway open and parking areas plowed and this past Thursday Jean, Zelda and Bruce, Bev and Mauri  meant to give the meeting area, kitchen and bathrooms a good cleaning.   
     For the sleigh ride some of the members who worked outside with the horses, keeping the bonfire going, getting the trail ready were: Duane Barrows, Rick Hipsag, Mark Klennert, Mark Lofgren, Mark Silvis, John Howery, Jim Rodenberg, Paul Card, Roger Morrel, Roger Pride, Mauri Talonen and Bruce Gould  and inside helping in the kitchen and with games were Bev Talonen, Zelda Gould, Jean Pride,  Theresa Card, Colleen Lofgren, Libby Johnson and Theresa Howery and did you notice our kids, Jena Card, Kalee and Brittany Klennert.  There were several ladies from the Draft Horse Association who are members of our organization too, were outside working with the kid’s games, I’m sorry to say I did not get their names, but I want to make sure that you know that we appreciated all you did too.    And what about all those cakes donated for the cake walk.

They were a big hit with kids and the treats were great too. I’m sure I have missed more names, then I named, who have donate there time to these kinds of thankless jobs, but I will try to notice and mention them from time to time. 
Thank You All.
NCMFAA MEETING

February 3, 2010
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by President Jim Rodenberg.

Board of Directors present: Bruce Gould, Bob Dewey, Mark Silvis, Bob Howery

Officers present:

President: Jim Rodenberg, 

Vice President: Mark Klennert, 

Treasurer: Anna Klennert, 

Secretary: Bill Boucher.

Secretary’s report:  Motion made by Mark Klennert to approve the minutes Seconded by Gary Burns: Motion carried.

Treasures Report:  Motion made to approve the monthly report by Bruce Gould, Seconded by Dale Mostoller: with an ending balance of $19,411.50 Motion carried.

Old Business:
1. Sleigh ride is scheduled for February 20, 10am-4pm.  

2. Zelda Gould will contact advertisement for the sleigh ride.  Draft Horse Association agreed to pay half of the cost.

3. Duane Barrow asked if trails would be plowed on the day of the ride.  Jim Rodenberg said it would be taken care of.

4. Ed Nelson requested members to volunteer to help with the children’s games during the sleigh ride.

5. Wristbands will be used for the sleigh ride.  $2.00 for adult, $1.00 for children, children 5 and under free with paid adult.

New Business:

1. Dick Willie will donate two youth memberships. Thanks Dick!

2. Members to contact for auction items are Jim Rodenberg, Bob Dewey, Mark Lofgren and Bruce Gould.

3. Welcome new members Kenny Kirchhoff and John Schenck!

4. Mark Lofgren requested after the tractor ride this year a group picture be taken of all the tractors.

5. Zelda Gould suggested that Elva Boatman make the raffle quilt again this year.  All members present agreed.

6. Members voted that the Rumley Oil Spill Tractor will be on this year’s button.

7. Duane Barrows asked if trails would be plowed on the day of the ride.  Jim Rodenberg said it would be taken care of.

8. Paul Card made a motion to hire Swanson’s Auction Service again for this years auction, Seconded by Vicki Houg: motion carried. 

9. Bruce Gould talked about the updated Auction terms that explain seller’s fees, reserved bids, etc.  If you are interested please request an Auction Work Sheet from Bruce.


 Motion made at 7:45 p.m. by Gary Burns, to adjourn the meeting: seconded by Mark Klennert: Motion carried.
Respectfully Submitted

Bill Boucher 

Cook Books
 The cookbooks are here and are available for $10.00 they can be purchased from any of the committee members and they will be available at the meetings and any functions we are taking part in, or give any of us a call. 
 Zelda   752-6592        Eunice      326-1437
 Anna    327-3147       Jean          247-7350
                      Mary Lou 326-5233
Treasurer’s Report January 2010
Report Date 02/03/10

Beginning Balance






$19,679.01
1 Deposit




$402.80


Dues $240.00


Coffee $6.80

Cookbooks $60.00


Club Breakfast donation $91.00


Key $5.00


2 Disbursements



$670.31

Lake Country Power $171.00


GRSB (Loan) $499.31

Ending Balance






$19,411.50

Just a Note from Me  

     Our new Web site is in place.  It had a few problems that have been resolved and there is a large selection of pictures from the last few shows.  The address is;

www.theblackberryfarm.org
    The plan is to start sending the newsletter to the web site, for publication and distribution.  So anyone with internet access will need to check the web site the last weekend of the month.  We planned to have a newsletter every other month, but during the summer when so much is going on, I will probably do one every month from April
through September and then every other month through March. Any announcements that come up in between will be on the web site.  Please check it out and let us know if you have anything to add to the site or the newsletter.  Thanks Eunice Rodenberg
Calendar of Events
· March 3rd Meeting at 7:00 p.m.

· March 7th Brunch at Blackberry

· May 21st Education Days

· May 22nd   Auction

· August 13th 14th and 15th show
If you would like to help or have an idea for a demonstration or event for education days please contact Zelda Gould at 752-6592.
On The Mend
Mary Lou Dewey is recuperating at the Lodge here in Grand Rapids after her first of two knee surgeries this spring.  Keep her in your thoughts and prayers.  
Benefit Auction

Farm / Horse 

Equipment & Tack

Auction

Saturday April 24th at noon

218-885-3663

The Forget Me-Not-Foundation is holding a tack and equipment auction at our indoor arena.  We are located 7-1/2 mile north of Nashwauk on Highway 65.  We will be taking consignments and donations starting now!  Call or check out our website for more information.
www. Fmnfride.org

All proceeds will go to the Forget-Me-Not organization that provides recreational & therapeutic opportunities to individuals with disabilities.  

Make $$$$ and Help a Great Cause at the same time.

